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GACR AT PRESENT

8
tenders 500+

panel members

2,046
ongoing 
projects 

3,062
evaluated project 

proposals 
in 2025

11%
of the state budget 

for research, 
development 

and innovation 
in 2025

4.7
GACR budget

in 2025

bil.
CZK

38
evaluation panels

+ 

8
discipline committees 

from abroad
project proposals

funded

14%

+10%
compared 

to 2024



GACR SUPPORTS SCIENTISTS 
THROUGHOUT EVERY STAGE OF THEIR CAREERS
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usually 3 years
project duration

1993
first call

most frequent 
grant scheme

51 standard projects funded in 2026 for researchers at the 

postdoctoral academic level

Average success rate



Number of projects recommended in calls 
where GACR is the Lead Agency

Partner agency Project proposals 
evaluated

Projects 
recommended

ARIS (Slovenia) 16 0

DFG (Germany) 35 9

FNR (Luxembourg) 3 0

FWF (Austria) 16 7

HRZZ (Croatia) 12 2

NCN (Poland) 56 4

SNSF (Switzerland) 7 2

Trilateral projects 6 1

151 25

Tenders and calls announced

• Germany - German Research Foundation (DFG)

• Switzerland - Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

• Austria - Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

• Luxembourg - National Research Fund (FNR)

• Slovenia - Slovenian Research and Innovation Agency (ARIS)

• Poland - National Science Centre (NCN)

• Croatia - Croatian Science Foundation (HRZZ)

• Taiwan - National Science and Technology Council (NSTC)*

• South Korea - National Research Foundation of Korea 
(NRF)*

*bilateral cooperation – projects are evaluated by both agencies 
simultaneously

Lucembursko – Wikipedie

Polsko státní vlajka - libea.cz

Švýcarská vlajka – Wikipedie

Chorvatská vlajka – Wikipedie

Tchaj-wan – Wikipedie

Vlajka Jižní Koreje – Wikipedie

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=lucembursko&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2Fd%2Fda%2FFlag_of_Luxembourg.svg%2F640px-Flag_of_Luxembourg.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcs.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLucembursko&docid=uZlHxjLq260WGM&tbnid=umRrG1mOUWrYmM&vet=12ahUKEwjW5bDi4t-LAxVxEBAIHV7yIhUQM3oECH8QAA..i&w=640&h=384&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjW5bDi4t-LAxVxEBAIHV7yIhUQM3oECH8QAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=polsko&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.libea.cz%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F10%2Ff0dcd17f9ad1b997c027bdf1177f8a29.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.libea.cz%2Fproduct%2Fpolsko-statni-vlajka%2F&docid=Y1E0GySCFx1l1M&tbnid=NlfwIE8wh90PmM&vet=12ahUKEwjqpKDw4t-LAxV0BxAIHfyaOa0QM3oECHoQAA..i&w=708&h=472&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjqpKDw4t-LAxV0BxAIHfyaOa0QM3oECHoQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=%C5%A1v%C3%BDcarsko%20vlajka&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2Ff%2Ff3%2FFlag_of_Switzerland.svg%2F1200px-Flag_of_Switzerland.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcs.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F%25C5%25A0v%25C3%25BDcarsk%25C3%25A1_vlajka&docid=Y5GLvLhp4NWxkM&tbnid=T3bojJ_aR5N-sM&vet=12ahUKEwj7vouH49-LAxXxJBAIHaqKOKMQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=1200&h=1200&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj7vouH49-LAxXxJBAIHaqKOKMQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=chorvatsko%20vlajka&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2F1%2F1b%2FFlag_of_Croatia.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcs.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FChorvatsk%25C3%25A1_vlajka&docid=M3M3jDkV2izmxM&tbnid=TxxwxXPzCiJHCM&vet=12ahUKEwiYovaTsOGLAxWY8wIHHV67E0kQM3oECBoQAA..i&w=1200&h=600&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiYovaTsOGLAxWY8wIHHV67E0kQM3oECBoQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=thaivan%20vlajka&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F7%2F72%2FFlag_of_the_Republic_of_China.svg%2F800px-Flag_of_the_Republic_of_China.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcs.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FTchaj-wan&docid=F4uRijUyW5XppM&tbnid=wai8CwmOLhpbNM&vet=12ahUKEwjZu7egsOGLAxW1ygIHHes0N_0QM3oECBYQAA..i&w=800&h=534&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjZu7egsOGLAxW1ygIHHes0N_0QM3oECBYQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=ji%C5%BEn%C3%AD%20korea%20vlajka&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2F0%2F09%2FFlag_of_South_Korea.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcs.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FVlajka_Ji%25C5%25BEn%25C3%25AD_Koreje&docid=AKfq5a1JFitQIM&tbnid=vZfLloix20sk-M&vet=12ahUKEwj6loSssOGLAxWuhP0HHSVUHCkQM3oECBUQAA..i&w=900&h=600&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj6loSssOGLAxWuhP0HHSVUHCkQM3oECBUQAA


5 years
project duration

max. 8 years
after completing 

a Ph.D.

scientific 
independence

previous international 
experience required

EXCELLENCE TENDERS                  AND

extraordinary funding
up to CZK 50 million or CZK 25 million

international panels
evaluate the projects

motivation to apply

for an ERC grant

selective funding for 
excellent ideas

announcement of tender 
every even-numbered 

year



mobility facilitation max. 4 years after Ph.D. 
completion

gaining experience 
abroad

return of Czech scientists
from abroad

scientists from abroad 
to the Czech Republic

project location only 
in the Czech Republic

2 years abroad + 1 year
in the Czech Republic

any institution
in the world

50-100%
full-time equiv.

min. 1 year
career break

up to 10 years after 
Ph.D. completion

max. 2 years 
after career break

2-4 years 
project duration



PROJECT EVALUATION PRINCIPLES

Scientific quality, 
innovation 

and potential 
impact

Ability of the applicant 
and team to 

successfully achieve 
the project objectives

Other aspects of the project 
(gender, open science, 

communication)

Limitations of the 
scientometric approach to 

evaluation

Balancing risks, costs, 
and benefits



EVALUATIONS IN 2025 

3,062
project

proposals

433
new projects funded

6,837 3,715
internal 
reviews

assessments 
abroad

+

2,408 336 14.0%

224 18 8.0%

123 30 24.4%

179 30 16.8%

128 19 14.8%

Project proposals Funded



TENDER/CALL EVALUATION RESULTS PROVIDED BY:

Czech institutions Partner agencies abroad

AUSTRIA
FWF

GERMANY
DFG

POLAND
NCN

SWITZERLAND
SNSF

SLOVENIA
ARIS

LUXEMBOURG
FNR

CROATIA 
HRZZ



Continuation of successful 
GACR projects

2026
planned call

12-18 months 
project duration

Verification of basic 
research results in practice

Identification of commercial 
potential



AVERAGE ANNUAL COST PER PROJECT INCREASES
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Average annual costs for a standard project

estimate/outlook
cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)+74% 



SUCCESS RATE DECLINES
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Average annual costs for a standard project Share of projects funded with funding

33,1%

14,1%

18,6%

estimate/outlook
cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)

share of project 
proposals funded
(2017-2026)

+74% 

-57% 



THE BUDGET IS GROWING IN NOMINAL TERMS, BUT...

4 257

4 688
4 849
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Average annual costs for a standard project Nominal budget Share of projects funded

33,1%

14,1%

18,6%

estimate/outlook
cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)

share of project 
proposals funded
(2017-2026)

nominal budget 
increase (2017-2026) 
= stagnation

+74% 

-57% 

+14% 



AFTER ADJUSTING FOR PURCHASING POWER PARITY, IT DROPPED BY 35%

In 2019, funding for the excellence EXPRO and JUNIOR STAR tenders kicked in, worth 

CZK 300 million per year, meaning that the amount of funding available for standard national calls 

dropped even further, explaining the decline in the success rate of Standard Projects.
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Average annual costs for a standard project Nominal budget

Realistic budget (in 2017 prices) Share of projects funded with funding

33,1%

14,1%

18,6%

estimate/outlook

real budget in 2017 
prices compared to 
nominal budget

cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)

share of project 
proposals funded
(2017-2026)

nominal budget 
increase (2017-2026) 
= stagnation

-35% 

+74% 

-57% 

+14% 



TO MAKE UP FOR INFLATION IN 2017-2026, AN AMOUNT OF 
CZK 6.5 BILLION WOULD BE NEEDED

In 2025, GACR received a total subsidy of CZK 4.813 billion, 
which was reduced by CZK 160 million by a government 
resolution of November 19, 2025! 
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Loss of purchasing power Average annual costs for a standard project
Nominal budget Real budget (in 2017 prices)
Budget adjusted for inflation Share of projects funded

33,1%

14,1%

18,6%

estimate / outlook

for the budget to 
correspond to 2017

real budget in 2017 
prices compared to 
nominal budget

cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)

share of project 
proposals funded
(2017-2026)

nominal budget 
increase (2017-2026) 
= stagnation

+1.7 

-35% 

+74% 

-57% 

+14% 

CZK
bil.
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Loss of purchasing power Average annual costs for a standard project
Nominal budget Real budget (in 2017 prices)
Budget adjusted for inflation Share of projects funded

33,1%

14,1%

18,6%

REAL BUDGET PLUMMETS
estimate/outlook

-5.4% (CZK 262 million)
in 2027 and 2028

O
u
tl
o
o
k

x +100%
for FP 2028-2034

The widening funding 
gap is destabilizing Czech 
science

for the budget to 
correspond to 2017

real budget in 2017 
prices compared to 
nominal budget

cost of a standard 
project (2017-2026)

share of project 
proposals funded
(2017-2026)

nominal budget 
increase (2017-2026) 
= stagnation

+1.7 CZK
bil.

-35% 

+74% 

-57% 

+14% 

!



Thank you for your attention.
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